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ABSTRACT  
The 2019 general elections are the sixth set of elections in Nigeria's twenty years of uninterrupted 
democratic experiment. Studies have concentrated on the roles of the Nigerian Army and Police in the 
security aspects of elections in the country with little attention paid to the impact of the Nigerian Secu-
rity and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) in electoral security. This study investigates the significance of 
NSCDC in electoral security. Selected study area consists of the four Local Government Areas (LGAs) 
which make up Abeokuta, the capital city of Ogun State. This is a strategic state in view of 
its international boundaries with Republic of Benin, and the history of cross border criminal acts. Data 
are drawn from primary and secondary sources, while the interpretative method of analysis is adopted. 
The study established that the Corps was very suited for election duties due to its more civil disposi-
tion and a more positive integrity and credibility perception. The study therefore recommends that the 
NSCDC should be legally empowered to play more active roles in election security and strengthened 
in terms of manpower and equipment in order to enhance its roles during elections. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Nigeria’s elections continue to be trailed by 
extensive violence even after twenty years 
of  uninterrupted civilian rule in its third 
wave of  democratic experience. While de-
mocracy is a pre-condition for good gov-
ernance, its credibility could be undermined 
by lack of  integrity in the electoral process 
(Keane, 2004). The first post- transition 
election of  2003 witnessed the deaths of  
over one hundred people with twice that 
number injured (Bekoe, 2011). Over three 
hundred deaths were recorded in violence 
linked to the 2007 general elections, while 

the 2011 general elections, despite its acclaim 
of  being well managed, recorded the highest 
incidences of  electoral violence that claimed 
over eight hundred lives and displaced over 
sixty five thousand people (Human Rights 
Watch, 2011). In the 2015 general elections, 
despite the history recorded with the conces-
sion of  President Goodluck Jonathan to 
President Muhammadu Buhari, no less than 
one hundred deaths were recorded during 
and after the elections (International Crisis 
Group, 2018). The European Union Report 
on the 2019 general elections observed that 
the elections, which were marred by violence 
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Prior to, and after the February 2019 elec-
tions in Nigeria, there were intense debates 
on the roles of  security and law enforcement 
agencies in elections. Their roles in elections 
became even more contentious after the 
2018 governorship elections in Ekiti and 
Osun States, where there were accusations 
and counter accusations over the use of  se-
curity agencies to intimidate voters, rig elec-
tions and falsify results (Iyare, 2018; Olatunji, 
2018; Azimazi and Terhemba, 2018). While 
the basic responsibility of  security agencies 
are to maintain law and order in society, their 
roles become more crucial as specified by 
statutes, to ensure and provide an enabling 
environment for elections. The credibility 
and outcome of  elections depend largely on 
the Independent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC), but the political class and 
the security agencies no doubt play a major 
role. To this extent, the Nigerian Security 
and Civil Defence Corps becomes a critical 
stakeholder to the success of  elections in 
Nigeria.  
 
Statement of  the Problem 
One of  the major challenges of  the electoral 
process in Nigeria is the issue of  electoral 
malpractice and violence- before, during and 
after elections. The character of  Nigerian 
politics promotes a culture of  desperation 
because of  the high stakes involved owing to 
the enormous spoils that the elected office 
brings. To this end, Nigeria’s elections are 
often characterized by “life and death” af-
fairs and its politics described as “zero sum”. 
This is because of  the high stakes battle for 
the huge rewards of  office which include the 
control of  power and economy by members 
of  the political class at a heavy human, phys-
ical and economic cost to the nation (Albert, 
2007).  While the conduct of  credible elec-
tions rests on the capacity of  the electoral 
agency, voters and politicians, the security 

and intimidation, recorded over one hun-
dred and fifty deaths. These deaths included 
that of  a member of  the Federal House of  
Representatives. One hundred and twenty 
eight people were arrested for election relat-
ed offences which included ballot box 
snatching, vote trading, impersonation and 
the possession of  arms and even bombs 
(Anna & Muhumuza, 2019). The EU report 
further highlighted the intimidation of  
INEC officials in twenty states and the at-
tacks on INEC offices, abductions and sex-
ual assault on INEC officials, while the se-
curity agencies were ineffective at protecting 
citizens’ right to vote.   
 
While the responsibility of  law enforcement 
lies largely on the shoulders of  the Nigeria 
Police, some other agencies such as the Ni-
gerian Security and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) have also been saddled with the 
responsibility of  supporting the Police in 
this onerous task.  
 
Established in 1967 but given full legal sta-
tus in 2007, the NSCDC is a paramilitary 
institution commissioned to provide 
measures against threat and any form of  
attack or disaster against the nation and its 
citizens. The Corps is statutorily empow-
ered by Act No 2 of  2003 and amended by 
Act 6 of  2007 with the primary function of  
protecting lives and property in conjunction 
with the Nigeria Police. The corps has a 
mandate to assist in maintaining peace and 
order, protecting and rescuing the civil pop-
ulation during periods of  emergency and 
maintaining surveillance over infrastruc-
tures, sites and project for the Federal, State 
and Local Governments, and have power to 
make arrest of  any person reasonably sus-
pected to have committed a criminal activity 
aimed at frustrating the government.  
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warning signs identified during the violent 
pre-election activities culminating in an at-
tack on the incumbent President Muham-
madu Buhari and the APC leadership during 
the party’s campaign rally in Abeokuta 
(Bosun, 2019).  
 
Research Questions and Objectives 
This study seeks to answer three questions: 
(1) What are the roles of  the NSCDC in pre-
election, actual election and post-election 
activities? 
(2) How does the NSCDC give support to 
the lead security agency for elections (the 
Nigeria Police) and the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission? 
(3) How can the activities of  the NSCDC be 
enhanced for the purposes of  future elec-
tions in Nigeria? 
 
The following are the objectives of  the 
study: 
(1) To assess the roles of  the NSCDC in en-
suring credible elections in Nigeria. 
(2) To examine the relationship between the 
NSCDC and other stakeholders in ensuring 
credible elections in Nigeria 
(3) To suggest means by which the roles and 
activities of  the NSCDC can be enhanced 
for election security. 
 
Theoretical Framework 
This study approaches the research questions 
and objectives using the Structural Function-
al Theory. The Structural Functional Theory 
presupposes that the society is a single but 
interconnected system with each element 
performing a specific function. A system is 
comprehensive in the sense that it includes 
all the interactions- inputs and outputs 
(Almond, 2001). The theory emphasizes the 
formal ordering of  parts and their functional 
interrelationship in contributing to the needs 
of  the entire system. Thus, the function of  

agencies play major roles in striking a bal-
ance of  law and order in the process. The 
basic responsibility of  law enforcement 
agencies which are to ensure the security of  
lives and properties become more in de-
mand during elections. This is in spite of  
the perceived inefficiencies, allegations of  
bias and compromise and supposed intimi-
dation and militarization of  the process by 
the security agencies. 
 
Works abound on the roles of  the electoral 
agency, political class and voters in ensuring 
credible election (Norman, 2010: Olurode, 
2013; Carlos, 2014; Sakhawat, 2017). Alt-
hough the stakeholders in ensuring credible 
elections include security agencies, less at-
tention has been paid to their roles and 
even when this is done, the focus has been 
more on the Nigerian Army and the Police. 
The Nigeria Police, which though has the 
primary responsibility of  ensuring security, 
safety and law enforcement during elec-
tions, does not perform the function alone 
without the necessary backup and support 
of  other agencies including the NSCDC. 
This research investigates the role of  the 
NSCDC, as a law enforcement agency, in 
ensuring free, fair and credible elections in 
Nigeria. It examines the statutory mandate 
of  the agency, its functionality, effectiveness 
and efficiency in the electoral process with a 
view to determining the justification of  the 
heavy financial investments and confidence 
by the government and other stakeholders 
in the NSCDC in participating in election 
duties. Four local government areas are se-
lected for the study. These are namely: Abe-
okuta North, Abeokuta South, Odeda and 
Obafemi Owode local governments in 
Ogun State. Abeokuta, the capital city of  
Ogun State, is covered in different ways by 
the four selected LGAs. This choice of  Ab-
eokuta became necessary based on the early 
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are made with the consent of  the majority 
are captured in various works (Eya, 2003; 
Thomassen, 2014; Egobueze and Ojirika, 
2017). Nwolise (2007) described elections as 
a process of  electing the officers or repre-
sentatives of  an organization or group by the 
vote of  its qualified members.  In any credi-
ble democracy, elections constitute the soul 
of  the democratic process (Joseph, 2011). 
Describing the benefit of  elections within 
the context of  popular competence, Rosseau 
(1950) stated that the general will is always 
right and tends to the public advantage. This 
was corroborated by Pomper (1967) who 
contended that legitimacy is the empirical 
result of  popular elections. Democratic gov-
ernance is conducted mostly through repre-
sentatives and therefore, elections are held 
periodically to elect representatives for the 
purpose of  governance. The integrity of  an 
election is based on the democratic principle 
of  universal suffrage, political equity as re-
flected in international standards, profession-
al, impartial and transparent administration 
of  the electoral cycle from pre-electoral peri-
od, the polling day and its aftermath 
(Sakhawat, 2012).  
 
Nigeria’s elections are blighted by violence 
and anomalies because of  the high stakes 
battle for huge rewards of  office and control 
of  power between individuals and ethnic and 
religious identity groups (Kimenyi and Mba-
ku, 2011; Campbell, 2019). The challenge of  
peaceful elections are further exacerbated by 
various ethno- religious tensions in the coun-
try, massive poverty and unemployment 
which has led to increased numbers of  thugs 
and criminal groups. There were about nine 
hundred and fifteen cases of  election vio-
lence resulting in almost about four thou-
sand deaths between June 2006 and May 
2014 (International Crisis Group, 2018). 
 

any institution such as the NSCDC is the 
part it plays in the maintenance of  the larg-
er structural whole, which can be seen as 
the entire security architecture in the elec-
toral process. The Structural Functional 
theory as an analytical tool provides a com-
prehensive insight into the roles of  an insti-
tution within a larger organization. Carlos 
(2014) maintains that the responsibility for 
credible elections which lies largely with the 
electoral body, is not a lonesome responsi-
bility and requires the involvement of  other 
stakeholders- political parties, security agen-
cies, civil society, the media and even the 
voters, though this responsibility lies in var-
ying degrees. Going further, Norman (2010) 
argues that the resilience of  election stake-
holders is vested in the ability to perceive 
elections systematically and sustainably and 
knowledge of  elections is vital in harnessing 
the perception and performance of  these 
institutions. 
 
The theory is however criticized despite its 
utilitarian function because of  its inability 
to account for social change and its attempt 
to only describe the effects of  a social insti-
tution or phenomenon without being able 
to identify its causes. Despite its criticism 
however, the theory is still relevant because 
it gives deeper insights into the roles, struc-
tures and functions of  an organization 
within the system, in this case the NSCDC 
within the entire electoral security system 
and how the organization plays roles in the 
maintenance of  electoral order which could 
assist all stakeholders in taking informed 
decisions with regards to the roles of  the 
NSCDC in election security. 
 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
The roles of  elections as mechanisms 
through which governments are held ac-
countable and peaceful transfers of  power 
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the seeming indispensability of  security 
agencies in previous elections, which have 
been characterized by thuggery, violence and 
electoral malpractices and assumes that elec-
toral malpractices are inseparable from elec-
tions in Nigeria and only a militarization of  
elections can stem the tide of  electoral mal-
practices. It is perhaps against this back-
ground that the presidential order to security 
agents ahead of  the 2019 elections to kill any 
person who attempted to snatch ballot boxes 
is situated (Punch, Feb. 20, 2019; Vanguard, 
Feb.19, 2019). This has however been criti-
cized by Onyema (2019) who argues that 
such presidential order portends great dan-
ger for the electoral process as it has poten-
tial to embolden trigger happy security 
agents to take laws into their hands, thereby 
leading not only to human rights breaches 
but killing of  innocent Nigerians. Israel- 
Ayide (2019) therefore insists that as much 
as possible, arms bearing law enforcement 
agents should sparingly be involved in elec-
tions, because of  the propensity for promot-
ing voter apathy, tensions and other negative 
implications. 
 
 The history of  the involvement of  the Ni-
gerian Police in elections and democratic 
governance can be traced to the country’s 
colonial Native Authority days where they 
were used to carry out the wishes of  the co-
lonial government in oppressing and subju-
gating the populace (Otwin, 1985). Balogun 
(2013), in assessing the role of  the Nigerian 
Police Force in the first republic, noted that 
the police were not insulated from the con-
trol of  the ruling party and as such, compro-
mised its roles in the 1962 crisis by being 
used by the ruling NPC and NCNC as an 
instrument to deal with the AG. The com-
promise of  the Nigerian Police also mani-
fested as Olasupo (2003) noted that “the 
Mobile Police Operations (MOPOL), other-

The role of  security agencies, especially the 
Army, in election duties has been a source 
of  serious contention. Some opinions stem 
their support for military duties from the 
1999 Constitution “to restore order if  need-
ed and in cases of  insurrection” and on the 
general insecurity in the country which has 
propensity to expose politicians, their 
agents and the electorate to grave danger 
during elections (Otaiku, 2018). Another 
school of  thought (Abutudu and 
Obadheko; Olurode, 2013; Ume, Chibuike 
and Onu, 2016) contend that military in-
volvements in elections amount to an aber-
ration.  For example, Olurode (2013) noted 
that security agents conceive of  their roles 
as securing the lives and properties of  the 
big men in power rather than policing the 
state. Several contested legal rulings (FHC/
S/ CS/ 29/2014) have also restrained the 
President and Commander- in- Chief  from 
engaging the services of  the Nigerian 
Armed Forces in security supervision of  
elections in any manner whatsoever in any 
part of  Nigeria without an act of  the Na-
tional Assembly (Abutudu and Obadheko, 
2016). This legal position is supported by 
the opinion of  the researchers that the Ni-
gerian Army as at today, places more em-
phasis on regime protection than on protec-
tion of  the state and as such should not be 
given a place in the electoral process of  the 
country.  
 
The onus of  security during elections 
should lie largely on the Police, with the 
support of  the NSCDC and other agencies 
such as Immigration Services, Custom Ser-
vices and Federal Road Safety Corps 
(FRSC). One perspective holds that credible 
elections are possible in Nigeria only if  se-
curity personnel including the military are 
massively deployed (Olurode and Ham-
mange, 2013).  This perception is fuelled by 
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inadequate funding, poor logistic planning, 
ineffective interagency communication and a 
capacity deficit including personnel short-
falls. The Nigeria Police has 370,000 person-
nel to cover 119, 973 polling units (Arowolo, 
2019), thereby making the manpower 
strength grossly inadequate.  Dooba (2019) 
estimated that the 2019 elections witnessed 
the registration of  84 million voters, making 
it the largest database of  citizens in Africa 
and one of  the largest in the world. Compar-
ing the registered voters with the number of  
police officers shows the enormity of  the 
challenge before the Police in election securi-
ty. 
 
As observed by Dooba (2019), whereas the 
presence of  the Police should ordinarily re-
assure voters, this is not the case, because the 
average citizen suspects the motives of  the 
police in view of  past experiences. Oni, 
Chidozie and Agbude (2013) in analyzing the 
mode of  operation of  the Nigerian Police in 
handling election responsibilities maintain 
that it is how the Nigerian Police performs 
their roles of  electoral security that needs 
attention and not the issue of  whether these 
roles are being executed and concluded that 
any electoral reforms that excludes the refor-
mation of  the security agencies is an incom-
plete exercise. This viewpoint is shared by 
INEC Chairman, Professor Mahmud Yakub, 
in an assertion that the Nigeria Police re-
mains “the lead agency for election security 
(Daily Trust, January 19, 2019). He con-
cludes however, that there is a need for a 
“new security architecture” which is con-
sistent with the provisions of  Section 29(3) 
of  the 2010 Electoral Act. It is with these 
observations on the need to review the exist-
ing security architecture, that a research into 
the role of  not only the lead agency, but also 
supporting agencies like the NSCDC be-
comes pertinent.  

wise known as “Kill and Go”, was used to 
terrorize citizens in the second republic 
such that electoral frauds were perpetrated 
easily in some areas where citizens were so 
much intimidated that they could not go 
out and exercise their legitimate and consti-
tutional rights to vote for aspirants of  their 
choice”. These opinions about the Nigerian 
Police have entered into the third and 
fourth republics without any change in the 
perception of  the populace and scholars.  
 
The roles of  security agencies in election 
security are captured by Mediayanose (2018) 
to include providing security for candidates 
during rallies, congresses, conventions, elec-
tion campaigns; safeguarding the lives and 
properties of  citizens during the electoral 
process; ensuring and preserving a free, fair, 
safe and lawful atmosphere for campaigning 
by all parties and candidates without dis-
crimination; maintaining peaceful condi-
tions law and order around the polling and 
collation centers, providing security for 
electoral officials at the voting and counting 
centers; ensuring the security of  election 
materials at the voting center and during 
transportation; ensuring the security of  all 
election materials , personnel and citizens 
during registration of  votes, updates, revi-
sion and any other electoral event. This is 
corroborated by Igini (2013), who sees elec-
tion security as the key to the integrity of  
electorates, electoral personnel, electoral 
materials, contestants, election monitors, 
and other stakeholders who participate in 
the electoral process. He broadly categoriz-
es election security as firstly the security of  
participants and secondly, the security of  
election materials, which include sensitive 
and non- sensitive materials.  
 
Despite the great responsibilities of  the Po-
lice during elections, there are challenges of  
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non- participant observer status in the 2019 
elections where the activities of  officers of  
the agency were covertly monitored.  Further 
information was gleaned from twenty re-
spondents purposively sampled, five each 
from the four local governments, chosen on 
the basis of  having participated and voted in 
the elections to give their perceptions on the 
role of  the NSCDC in the exercise. The data 
were analyzed using the content, descriptive 
and narrative styles.  
Secondary data were obtained from scholarly 
articles and election observer group reports. 
 
Discussion of  Findings 
Using the statutory functions and duties of  
the NSCDC as the pivot, findings made in 
the study are discussed and analyzed below: 
 
Pre -Election activities 
It was discovered that prior to the 2019 elec-
tions, various agencies, most notably the In-
dependent National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) and the National Orientation Agen-
cy (NOA) in Ogun state, organized stake-
holders meetings and sensitization trainings 
for senior personnel of  all security agencies, 
among which included the NSCDC. The 
senior personnel were sensitized on the gen-
eral conduct and procedures of  the elections 
and the roles of  the security agencies. With 
the information received from INEC and 
NOA, the State Headquarters of  the agency 
also organized training reviews which served 
to appraise their levels of  preparedness and 
agree on lines of  action. Based on all the 
trainings, Heads of  Divisions resident in the 
various Local Government Areas also 
trained their men, enlightening them on the 
do’s and don’ts of  the elections. 
 
The State Resident Electoral Commissioner 
constituted the Inter-agency Consultative 
Committee on Election Security (ICCES) 

METHODOLOGY 
The study area is Abeokuta North, Abeoku-
ta South, Odeda and Obafemi Owode 
which make up the four local governments 
situated in the Ogun State capital of  Abeo-
kuta. Apart from hosting the seat of  the 
state government, they also host the head-
quarters of  all security and law enforcement 
agencies in Ogun state. With a joint popula-
tion of  787,388 (2006 census), the local 
governments make up the Ogun Central 
Senatorial District. Prior to the 2019 elec-
tions, Ogun state was predicated as a 
“complex risk”, “highly volatile”, environ-
ment (United States Institute for Peace Re-
port, 2018). A higher profile race was pre-
dicted because the incumbent was no longer 
in the race, thereby making the election 
more competitive and open to electoral 
conflicts which would require greater in-
volvement of  security agencies. This predic-
tion came to pass especially in the run- up 
to the elections when different levels of  
electoral violence came to play (Kayode-
Adedeji, 2019; Gyamfi, 2019). The four se-
lected Local Governments, being hosts to 
the State Capital were the centers of  and 
greatly affected by different forms of  elec-
toral conflicts and violence, hence their 
choice for this research. 
 
The study is based on primary sources us-
ing twelve Key Informant Interviews which 
included an INEC State Resident Electoral 
Commissioner, the Divisional Officers 
(Heads) of  the NSCDC in the four selected 
local governments, two Assistant Comman-
dant of  Corps who supervised the elections 
in the four selected Local Governments, a 
Divisional Police Officer of  the Nigeria Po-
lice and four Polling Officers who conduct-
ed elections at polling centers each, across 
the four selected Local Governments.  This 
was after the researcher had undertaken a 
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and electorates and given a perception of  
partisanship and partiality of  officers of  the 
agency in elections. Owing to social relation-
ships already established between the offic-
ers of  the Corps and the politicians to whom 
they are attached, some of  these officers 
were said to engage in unwholesome activi-
ties which impugn not only on the integrity 
of  the Corps but also on the credibility of  
the elections. 
 
Election activity  
Core election activity did not commence on 
the day of  the election but a minimum of  
three days before, when sensitive and non-
sensitive election materials were transported 
to the various states and local governments. 
The Electoral Officers informed the security 
agencies of  the estimated time of  arrival of  
the materials and when they arrived, the 
NSCDC officers along with the Police par-
ticipated in the inspection of  the materials. 
In the presence of  the officers, the materials 
were further delineated and divided accord-
ing to the various wards. One major feature 
of  the 2019 elections was that the ballot 
sheets were not uniform across all states and 
local governments and serial numbering was 
followed for wards under local governments.  
 
These measures totally forestalled incidents 
of  ballot stuffing and other malpractices re-
lated to bulk transfer of  election materials. 
While the officers did not personally handle 
the materials, they gave security back up dur-
ing the movements of  the materials from the 
INEC state office to the Registration Area 
Centers (RAC), which took place a day pre-
ceding the elections. The security officers 
and polling officers did not leave the Regis-
tration Area Centers until the next day 
(Election Day), when they escorted materials 
to various polling units. Their core duties at 
the polling units were to monitor the activi-

comprising the State REC, State Adminis-
trative Secretary and heads of  security agen-
cies including the Police, DSS, Airforce, Na-
vy, Customs, Prisons, NDLEA and the 
NSCDC to plan and coordinate the security 
of  the election. An election situation room 
was set up with schedule officers assigned 
by the heads of  the various agencies to re-
ceive feedbacks from the fields and direct 
officers and men accordingly. This initiative 
was done with the purpose of  promoting 
interagency cooperation and collaboration 
during the election exercise. 
 
The nature of  the campaigns and their 
tendencies to turn violent required the par-
ticipation of  officers and men of  the 
NSCDC who undertook overt and covert 
monitoring of  rallies, town hall meetings, 
processions and other activities. At such 
meetings, they monitored the language, ac-
tions and reactions of  participants and po-
litical actors with a view to anticipating and 
preempting violence. Where these occurred, 
they sought ways of  calming tensions and 
sometimes invited parties to discuss the de-
velopment with a view to ensuring that the 
violent tendencies do not escalate. They 
also monitored campaign materials of  all 
the parties- billboards, posters and other 
insignia and prevented the mutilation and 
destruction of  such, and preventing parties 
from taking laws into their hands.  
 
One significant observation however, was 
the use of  men of  the NSCDC as orderlies 
for politicians otherwise known as VIP’s 
who follow the politicians to whom they 
were attached to campaign rallies. While 
during the elections, the orderlies attached 
to politicians were withdrawn to perform 
election duties, their use as escorts and or-
derlies during the campaign period had 
eroded on the confidence of  political actors 
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were trained were not mobilized, while those 
who were engaged were not trained. To how-
ever preempt the possibility of  violence, 
even while members of  the Corps were 
without arms, monitoring teams were de-
ployed, patrolling from location to location. 
There were however serious challenges of  
non-availability of  enough vehicles to move 
around the beats at the same time. A control 
room situated at the State Headquarters also 
monitored developments and gave opera-
tional information and orders as situations 
arose even though there were also challenges 
of  communication gadgets and accessories. ` 
 
An issue that drew special attention is inter-
agency rivalry or cooperation. Despite the 
Interagency Consultative Committee on 
Election Security, there were a few avoidable 
disagreements between the Police and the 
other agencies. These disagreements bor-
dered largely on feelings of  superiority of  
the Police to other agencies. Officers of  the 
NSCDC interviewed, complained that offic-
ers and men from other agencies tended to 
look down on officers and men from 
NSCDC, and assumed a sense of  superiority 
over them. Inspite of  this however, there 
was still a relatively cordial relationship be-
tween the agencies during the elections. 
Though a few frictions ensued among the 
rank and file, the officers were able to con-
tain the disagreements and nip them in the 
bud.  
 
Findings revealed that there was however a 
higher level of  confidence in the NSCDC by 
voter respondents interacted with than in the 
other agencies, including the Nigeria Police. 
This was also corroborated by the INEC 
officials who rated them very high in their 
conducts and professional disposition to 
electoral matters. This higher confidence in 
the NSCDC was discovered to be brought 

ties of  the Election Officers and in collabo-
rations with INEC and other security agen-
cies, they ensured voters complied with the 
electoral laws such as non- usage of  phones 
in the voting cubicle, voters not coming to 
the polling area with bottles and sharp ob-
jects, keeping a three hundred kilometer 
radius away from the voting center, among 
others. 
 
Findings however revealed that practical 
realities of  the voting environment deter-
mined how officers of  the NSCDC ad-
dressed emerging challenges during the vot-
ing exercise and what obtained in polling 
units, while the reactions of  officers and 
men differed based on what was on ground. 
It was discovered that though the incidenc-
es of  election violence were minimal during 
the voting, this was replaced by rampant 
cases of  vote trading and while no inci-
dence of  arrest was made directly by the 
agency, back up support was given to the 
Economic and Financial Crimes Commis-
sion in two places where vote trading were 
intercepted. Although a few skirmishes en-
sued in the course of  the elections, men of  
the Nigeria Police and the NSCDC were 
able to contain them and prevent them 
from escalating.  
 
Observations revealed that one of  the ma-
jor causes of  conflicts with tendency to es-
calate to violence was the inefficiency of  
most of  the Polling Officers who are mem-
bers of  the National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC). Findings revealed that their poor 
handling of  the processes led to conflicts 
and tensions in the polling units. Probing 
further, it was discovered that many of  the 
Polling Officers were not well trained on 
the election duty thereby posing great chal-
lenge to the process. In-depth probe re-
vealed that a large number of  the people 
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CONCLUSION 
This research investigated the roles of  the 
Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps in 
the 2019 elections and established that the 
Corps was very suited for election duties due 
to its more civil disposition, less display of  
arms in its activities and a more positive in-
tegrity and credibility perception. The re-
search contends that while the use of  more 
aggressive security agencies may be neces-
sary in some flash points, the NSCDC given 
its civil disposition and relations with the 
citizenry, would be more suited for election 
duties. Consequently, there is need to re-
structure the agency and empower it statuto-
rily to have as one of  its core mandates, se-
curity and law enforcement during elections. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS    
1.  The NSCDC should be empowered 
through the enactment of  enabling laws and 
amendment of  the Electoral Act to play a 
more statutory role in election security be-
cause of  their more civil disposition and the 
strong confidence of  the civilian populace in 
the agency.  
2.   Training of  Officers and men on 
election duties should be improved so as to 
enhance the roles of  the agency in the elec-
tion exercises. 
3.  Officers and men of  the NSCDC 
should be withdrawn and not assigned as 
orderlies or security aides. This is because it 
erodes the confidence of  the civilian popu-
lace.  
4.  Polling Officers should be better 
trained on the election duties. People who 
have not been trained should not be de-
ployed for election duties. 
5.  Inter- agency collaboration must be 
encouraged through education and enlight-
enment of  officers and men of  all security 
agencies. 
6.  The security manpower resource 

about because of  the seemingly better rela-
tionship they have with the civilian popu-
lace and the perception that though they are 
also an arms bearing agency, their officers 
and men do not parade arms as much as 
other agencies, thereby creating terror and 
psychological threats. The preponderant 
opinion of  respondents was that the Police 
appeared partisan and their activities ap-
peared to be at the behest and to serve the 
bidding of  the ruling authority.  Respond-
ents explained that they were not necessarily 
assured by the presence of  the Police and 
that the presence of  armed men at Polling 
Units had a disturbing effect on their psy-
ches. As such, they tended to relate better 
with the NSCDC officers who guided them 
through the process, counseled against un-
ruly conduct and generally maintained 
peace without any form of  threat or vio-
lence.  
 
Post- Election activity 
Following the elections, the security agen-
cies monitored the movement of  the mate-
rials to the Collation Center and secured the 
environment for the collation exercise, an-
nouncements and other formalities. To en-
sure the transparency of  the exercise, the 
officers were also availed copies of  the re-
sult sheets in the polling units they super-
vised. They were also deployed to various 
earlier identified flashpoints to forestall any 
possible breach of  peace arising from the 
announcement of  results. This never oc-
curred as the announcement was met with 
no negative reactions in the Local Govern-
ments.  
 
After the entire exercise, there is a general 
review or appraisal of  the exercise before 
officers and men are debriefed. 
 

S. ABDUSSOBUR AND D. A. YAGBOYAJU 

87 J. Hum. Soc. Sci. Crtv. Arts 2019, 14: 78–90  



Best Run, Most Violent. Washington DC. 
United  States Institute of  Peace in 
www.usip.com 
 
Bewaji, W. 2019. President Buhari’s directive 
against ballot box snatchers in order COD-
ER. Punch Newspaper.  
 
Bosun, T. 2019. Violence Breaks out at 
Ogun APC Rally. Punch Newspaper.  
 
Burke, E. 2015. Reflections on Revolutions 
in France and other writings. New York. 
Everyman’s Library. 
 
Campbell, J. 2019. Tracking Election Vio-
lence in Nigeria. Council for Foreign Relations in 
www.foreignaffairs.com 
 
Carlos, V. 2014. The impact of  EMBS and 
other electoral stakeholders on the credibility 
and acceptance of  an electoral process. 
www.undp.org 
 
Correspondent. 2019. Ballot Box snatchers: 
I have ordered Army, Police to be ruthless- 
Buhari. Vanguard Newspaper. 
  
Dooba, I. 2019. Helpless Police? The Roles 
of  Security Agents during Elections. Daily 
Trust Newspaper. 
 
Egobueze, A., Ojirika C. 2017. Electoral 
Violence in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic: Impli-
cations  for Political Stability. Journal of  Scien-
tific Research 13(2) 
 
Eya, N. 2003. Electoral Processes, Electoral 
Malpractices and Electoral Violence. Enugu. 
Sage Publication Nigeria Ltd. 
 
Gyamfi, C.C. 2019. Violence forces Ogun 
APC Presidential Rally to abrupt end. Guard-
ian Newspaper. 

should be increased to cater for the de-
mands on manpower during elections. 
7.  There is need for a scientific deploy-
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